
ENSEMBLE:  
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the Church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone. 
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne. 

 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted,  
gain through powers your grace conferred:  

ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call, 

healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.  
 

 *The Charge (responsive)    Micah 6:8 
  
 God has told you, O mortal, what is good. 
  And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,  
  love kindness, and walk humbly with your God?   
 
*Sung Benediction  “Take My Life”  

 
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;  

take my moments and my days; let them flow in endless praise; 
let them flow in endless praise.  

 
*Blessing and Postlude “Jesu, Priceless Treasure” Crüger/J.S. Bach 
  

*The congregation is invited to stand.  
 
A hearing loop is active; set hearing aid to “T-coil.” The Morning Meditation is 
from John Philip Newell, Praying with the Earth (Eerdmans, 2011), 2. The Prayer of 
Confession is used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press, from Feasting on 
the Word Worship Companion, copyright © 2014. Scripture passages are from the 
NRSV. MPC is a congregation of the PC(USA), a member of the Presbytery of WNC, 
an Earth Care congregation and a Living Wage employer.  
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Morning Meditation “Prayer of Awareness” John Philip Newell  

 
“Light within all light, Soul behind all souls, at the breaking of dawn, at the coming of day,  

we wait and watch. Your Light within the morning light;  
Your Soul within the human soul;  Your Presence beckoning to us from the heart of life.  

In the dawning of this day, let us know fresh shinings in our soul.  
In the growing colors of new beginning all around us, let us know the first lights of our heart. 
Great Star of the morning, Inner Flame of the universe, let us be a color in this new dawning.” 

 
Chimes of the Trinity  
 
Ritual of Fellowship  
 
Prelude Voluntary on “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Schulz 
 
Call to Worship (liturgist)  Psalm 90:13-17  
 
*Hymn  “Take Up Your Cross the Savior Said” 

 
Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be; 

take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me. 
 

ENSEMBLE:  
Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 

Christ’s strength shall bear your spirit up and brace your heart and nerve your arm. 
 

Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength,  
and calmly every danger brave: 

it guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o’er the grave. 



Prayer of Confession followed by silent prayers of confession  
 

O God, we know the commandments,  
but we cannot let go of the things we think we need 

or what we think is important. 
We do not follow you, or love you  

with all our hearts, our minds, our strength. 
We refrain from giving our whole selves to you. 

Forgive, we pray, our disobedience, our lack of commitment, 
and our desire to focus on material things  

instead of on your will for us. 
 

Kyrie Eleison 579 “Lord, Have Mercy” KYRIE ELEISON (Orthodox) 
 Choral Ensemble  
 
Assurance of Pardon  
 
Stewardship of God’s Gifts  Nancy Midgette 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Reading Amos 5:6-7, 10-15  
 
 This is the word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God! 
 
Gospel Reading  Mark 10:17-27 
 
New Testament Epistle Reading Hebrews 4:12-16  
 
Sermon  “Food for the Journey” Keith Grogg 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 

 
Offertory “Simple Gifts” Shaker tune/arr. Carter 
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 
*Affirmation of Faith   The Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 86  
  
 Since we are redeemed from our sin and its consequences  
 by grace, through Christ, without any merit of our own,  
 why must we do good works? 

  Because just as Christ has redeemed us with his blood,  
  he also renews us through his Holy Spirit  
  according to his own image,  
  so that with our whole life  
  we may show ourselves grateful for God’s goodness  
  and that God may be glorified through us.  

 
*Hymn  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” R.L. Edwards 

 
God, whose giving knows no ending,  

from your rich and endless store, 
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom,  

costly cross, grave’s shattered door: 
gifted by you, we turn to you, off ’ring up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 


