
June 30, 2026

All Are Welcome!
Please contact the church office to
be added to our email list or to sign
up to receive our home worship
services.

Calendar

Fri., July 3, 2026 Office Closed
in observance of the
Independence Day holiday

Sun., July 5, 2026
10:30 A.M.

Summer Worship Series
Anderson Auditorium

Sun., July 12, 2026
10:30 A.M.

Summer Worship Series
Anderson Auditorium

Sun., July 19, 2026
10:30 A.M.

Summer Worship Series
Anderson Auditorium

Sun., July 26, 2026 Summer Worship Series

mailto:office@montreatchurch.org


10:30 A.M. Anderson Auditorium

Tues., July 28, 2026
4:30 P.M.

Worship & Music Committee
via Zoom

Sun., Aug. 2, 2026
10:30 A.M.

Summer Worship Series
Anderson Auditorium

Sun., Aug. 2, 2026
4:00 P.M.

Communion Service at
Givens Highland Farms
Assembly Room in Brookside
Commons

Sun., Aug. 9, 2026
10:30 A.M.

Summer Worship Series
Anderson Auditorium

 
 

Each Sunday, June 7 - August 9, 2026
Montreat Presbyterian Church joins the Montreat

Conference Center community to worship in prayer,
singing, and hearing the Word proclaimed.



Services are held at 10:30 A.M. in Anderson
Auditorium.

The worship services are live-streamed. 

Links to Summer Worship Schedule and the Live
Stream can be found on the Montreat
Conference Center's website.

Summer Office Hours
During the summer conference season, the in-
person office days are reduced to four days a week.
The office administrator works remotely on
Wednesdays, including monitoring email and phone
calls, throughout the summer. ﻿

Morning Worship,
Evening Concerts

This Week (June 28-July 3), ﻿

The Presbyterian Association of Musicians
﻿welcomes you to attend

morning worship at 11:00 A.M.
and

https://montreat.org/events/summer-worship-series-2026


evening concerts at 7:30 P.M.
in Anderson Auditorium

Brian Blount is preaching Sunday night-Friday
morning. 

Mel Bringle will lead the hymn festival on Wednesday
night.

Chamber choirs are Thursday evening, and the
legendary closing concert is Friday evening. 

These events are free and open to the public, and
are part of the annual Montreat Worship & Music
Conference. Please note that parking may be limited.

For information, visit
﻿https://www.presbymusic.org/.

 

From the Pastor's Desk

It is already almost Independence Day! We have
much to be thankful for and, as ever, some things
that patriotic and faithful people of good conscience,
regardless of varying viewpoints, continue working
toward, with God's help.

A link to a special online, pre-recorded Evening
Prayer service of less than ten minutes' duration will
be distributed to our email list this Friday evening
(July 3) for any who might like to take a few
moments of quiet reflection and prayer.

*

https://www.presbymusic.org/
https://www.presbymusic.org/


This past Saturday, my colleague in ministry
here in Montreat, Richard White, was celebrated on
the occasion of his retirement after decades of
service to Christ Community Church. As we keep
our siblings at CCC in our prayers, especially during
their discernment of what God has in store for them
next, the goodness with which Richard welcomed
me into this community remains a gift I will always
cherish. As I have told him directly, he has been a
pastoral friend and brother in Christ and a gracious
and thoughtful neighbor, and I wish him and Portia
all the best for a long, happy, and richly blessed
retirement.

*
The Montreat Presbyterian Church staff members
(office administrator Bonnie Shoemaker, pastoral
visitor Lynn Bledsoe, director of music Vivian Hare,
and pastor Keith Grogg)  continue their work
throughout the summer. Among the items on their
summer calendars:

Sunday, August 2
4:00 P.M.

﻿Worship Service at Highland Farms

MPC will lead a communion service at 4:00 P.M.
in the Assembly Room at Givens Highland Farms
on Sunday, August 2 in the Brookside Commons
Assembly Room. Vivian Hare, the MPC choir, Lynn
Bledsoe, and Keith Grogg will participate.

Keith & Vivian will be away on summer vacation July
12-17. Pastoral Visitor Lynn Bledsoe will be
available in case of pastoral emergency.



Vivian and Keith  will lead the Hymn Sing in the
Assembly Inn Lobby on Sunday, August 9 at 7:00
P.M.

Bonnie works off-site on Wednesdays  through
August 5. Emails are monitored and phone calls
answered as usual on those days.

Keith's Sundays  this summer include being part of
the Summer Worship Series liturgical team in
Montreat on some Sundays and celebrating the
Good News with some of our sibling churches on
others, including:

August 2, Mills River
Presbyterian Church
“The Thirst for Strength
and the Taste of Hope”

Genesis 32:22-31;
Isaiah 55:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21

*
Our family has been deeply touched and our hearts
warmed by the outpouring of love from Montreat
Presbyterian Church on the occasion of Clara Hare-
Grogg's wedding to Adam Feinstein on May 30!
As our church family has done so much to bless
Clara in all the years of her membership, and
especially in these recent weeks, we are inviting the
whole extended family of Montreat Presbyterian
Church to an open house at Keith, Vivian, and Clara
Hare's place in Montreat on Saturday, August 1.
Details to follow, but Clara & Adam and the rest of
us would love to see you then!

K.G.



June 30, 2026

HIV Testing Kits Needed

Among the challenges connected with the sudden
removal of USAID is the devastating effect of HIV in
Honduras, Malawi, and South Sudan, and Ethiopia
especially on children, and the imminent loss of their
ability to provide for crucial HIV testing.

The Mission Committee is collecting HIV Testing
Kits that will be sent to these areas. You can
order two free testing kits at
together.takemehome.org.

The kits are delivered in a plain white wrapping and
the CDC will not share any contact information.
There is the option of ordering Oral Swap tests or
Finger Prick test. They prefer to receive the Oral
Swap test kits.

A basket will be available at the creek side lobby
of Anderson Auditorium before the summer
series worship services. Unopened HIV testing
kits can be donated for this cause.

Thank you for your support of this critical
mission!

https://together.takemehome.org/


Disaster Recovery:
Opportunities to Help

The disaster recovery from Hurricane Helene is
entering a new phase and we could use some
help from across the Presbytery.

Could you:

• Help us maintain the tool trailer inventory?
Once a month check the inventory of the tool trailer
(based on Sardis Road in Asheville), purchase
additional tools or replacement items (e.g. paint
brushes, saw blades etc) using Lowes gift cards,
and occasionally retrieve a tool from a work site left
by volunteers?

• Sit on a monthly call on any of these Long Term
Recovery Group calls and then join a PWNC call
once a month to share what you learn?
Henderson, Madison, Haywood, Yancey, Mitchell,
McDowell?

• Occasionally teach volunteers how to safely use
a portable table saw, drill holes/drive wood
screws, and then assemble projects like outdoor
seating, picnic tables, neighborhood pantry boxes?

https://montreatchurch.org/missions-outreach/
https://montreatchurch.org/missions-outreach/


More details can be found at
https://www.pwnc-recovery.org/

or email Anne Waple.

Thank you!

SVCM has an immediate need for
(15 oz. cans) of:

Pinto, Kidney, Chili Beans
Pork 'n Beans

Chef Boyardee beef ravioli/spaghetti & meatballs

Cereal
Ground Coffee

Boxed dry pasta
All purpose flour

Shampoo, Deodorant; Body Wash; Lotion
Toilet tissue

Complete list can be found here

Donations can be taken to

﻿SVCM at 101 N. Ridgeway Ave., Black Mountain

Monday-Friday | 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
 

Montreat Presbyterian Church Supports

https://www.pwnc-recovery.org/
mailto:awaple@presbyterywnc.org
https://www.svcmblackmountain.org/
https://www.svcmblackmountain.org/
https://www.svcmblackmountain.org/donatetoday


(Click on the logo for the Helpmate site)

Upcoming Birthdays
 

If the information in our files is incorrect, or if you
would prefer not to be listed, or if someone's birthday
is missing from our list, please accept our apology and
notify us at office@montreatchurch.o﻿rg so we can
make the correction. This listing is not necessarily
indicative of church membership status. The list will
appear weekly, and is intended to cover the next few
weeks. Blessings to you on your birthday and always!

June 30 Ken Shortridge
July 1 Terri Jennison
July 2 Tom Frist
July 3 Scott McCormick
July 4 Terry Soll
July 5 Katie Dimmock
July 6 Christina Tutterow
July 7 Jean Gettys
July 7 Righton McCallum
July 8 Miles Engell
July 9 David Smith
July 10 Judy Shuford
July 10 David Hollowell

https://helpmateonline.org/
https://helpmateonline.org/
mailto:office@montreatchurch.org


July 11 Bob Hudspeth
July 13 Dora Hinkle
July 15 Patsy Jackson
July 17 Sally Giles
July 20 Lynn Bledsoe
July 21 Beth Casper
July 23 Hank Ackerman
July 25 Billie Martin
July 27 Robert Gambrell
July 29 Linda Shortridge

Congregational Care Committee

Our Church Family Prayer List

The Montreat Presbyterian Church family
is also in prayer for...

Harold & Shirley Bost
Timothy Boyer
Mary Brueggemann
Jacquii Burgess (Marylyn Huff's daughter-in-law)
﻿Fred Connelly
Bob Cumming
﻿Marinell Davidson
Jackson Dimmock
Nancy Dimmock
Frank Dodson
Katalina Echavarri (niece of Lynn Gilliland)
Bob Hare
﻿Cheryl Hartman (friend of Vivian Hare)
Kathy Horowitz, cancer treatments
Evelyn Jarrett (mother of Esta Jarrett) recovering
from surgery
Joel Kirschner (Betsy's husband)
Bill Moore (former pastor of First Christian Church-



Black Mountain), cancer
Bob Peel
Pat Rogers (friend of Keith Grogg), cancer
﻿Meg Samuels (friend of Vivian Hare), leukemia
Farkhunda and Elham Sarabi
(family of local friends, in Tehran)
Sara Scarborough
Judy Shillinglaw
Julie Simpson
Rosemarie Wanamaker (friend of the Tutterows)

We also lift up in prayer...

Delegates meeting online and in person at the 227th
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)
Wildfires in the Southwestern U.S.
Legal immigrants and asylum seekers in jeopardy of
being deported
Refugees and all who are displaced
﻿U.S. government, citizens, elected officials, and
public servants
U.S. citizens and all those being detained and/or
deported without due process
Food-insecure people
Law enforcement personnel and their families
﻿Military personnel and their families
Federal aid recipients, federal agencies, and federal
employees, especially those whose funding or
positions have been or are being abruptly
terminated
Vulnerable populations within the U.S.
Victims of human trafficking and domestic or
targeted violence
Those facing the challenges of aging
People with memory issues and their families
All who work on behalf of the environment



Institutions of higher education
Churches discerning their future

And all the peoples of:
Afghanistan 
Displaced Armenians
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh (instability and violence)
Burkina Faso (atrocities)
Cambodia
Colombia
Cuba
Democratic Republic of Congo (Ebola outbreak)
Ethiopia
Eritrea
Gabon
Gaza
Guatemala
Guinea
Haiti
Honduras
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Jamaica
Kashmir (India, Pakistan)
Kenya
Lebanon
Libya
Malawi
Mali
Morocco
Niger
Nigeria
North Korea
Peru



Russia
The Sahel region of West Africa
South Korea
South Sudan
Spain (floods)
Sudan (genocide and displacement)
Syria
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
Venezuela - earthquake recovery
The West Bank
Yemen 

and our friends, neighbors,
and partners in ministry,

including...

Ardrishaig Parish Church, our eco-partner
congregation in Scotland
Black Mountain Counseling Center
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church
Bounty & Soul
Christ Community Church, Montreat
Donald S. Collins Early Learning Center,
Black Mountain
Doug Dicks, PC(USA) Global Ecumenical Liaison
El Refugio
Frank & Nancy Dimmock
Montreat College
Montreat Conference Center/MRA
OFCB ministries and the people of Haiti
The Presbyterian Heritage Center
Presbyterian Church of Taiwan
Presbytery of Western North Carolina



staff and volunteers
Resources for Resilience
Margery Rossi, Presbyterian Peace Fellowship
Coordinator of Gun Violence Prevention
Craig & Lynn Sumey, Communitas International Staff
(Launch Scotland Leadership Team)
Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry
This Child Here (Ukraine)

*

﻿﻿﻿If you or someone you know would like to be added
to our prayer list, please contact the church office.

Please also let us know when it is appropriate
﻿to remove the name from the prayer list.

*

﻿Click the image below
﻿to find the latest news from PWNC!

https://www.thischildhere.org/about-us
mailto:office@montreatchurch.org
https://pcusa.org/
https://pcusa.org/


The Carpenters Are Here for You!

The Congregational Care Committee has several
volunteer “carpenters.” Gill Campbell, John Hinkle,
Eric Nichols, Ashley Manson, Bryant McEntire, Anne
Seaman, George Sawyer, Will Stone, Jody Welker,
and Kat & Mark Achtemeier stand ready to be of
help. These folks are glad to lend a hand to help
people for whom physical limitations make it difficult
to do household “little things” like changing hard-to-
reach lightbulbs, retrieving items from the attic,
changing out those pesky chirping smoke alarm
batteries, etc., or even helping with minor electrical
and plumbing issues. You may contact them directly
or reach them through their “straw boss,” Kat
Achtemeier.

Please share scheduling information,
as well as changes to

church member contact information,
with the office administrator at
office@montreatchurch.org.

Unless otherwise stated, in order to streamline
communication and avoid confusion, any requests

https://conta.cc/4amFEex
https://conta.cc/4amFEex
mailto:k.achtemeier@gmail.com
mailto:k.achtemeier@gmail.com
mailto:office@montreatchurch.org


made to the MRA on behalf of church programs
should come through the church office, and we will direct
those requests to the appropriate contacts at MRA.

Montreat Presbyterian Church
 

MontreatChurch.org

OUR MISSION

In the fellowship of Jesus Christ
we listen for the word of God in our lives,
love with open hearts and open minds,

walk the path of faith together,
﻿serve others,

and welcome all.

OUR VISION

Led by the Holy Spirit
We proclaim the word of God

Through our ministry and mission.

The Session

http://montreatchurch.org/
https://www.pcusa.org/
https://www.pcusa.org/


John Casper, George Sawyer (2026)
Ginny Soll, Anne Stone (2027)
Beth Frith, Bob Horowitz (2028)

Clerk: Ellen Dean
Moderator: Keith Grogg (pastor)

Officers & Committee Chairs, 2026

Clerk: Ellen Dean
Treasurer: Lynn Gilliland

Christian Education: Corise Gambrell
Congregational Care: Anne Stone

Earth Care Subcommittee: Hal Demarest
Evangelism & Membership: Ginny Soll & Jane Alexander

Fellowship: Beth Frith
Finance: Dan Dean

Mission & Outreach: Skeet Ayscue
Personnel: Lynn Gilliland
Property: John Casper

Women's Circle: Corise Gambrell & Sally Woodard
Worship & Music: Lisa Rome

MPC Weekly Communications
 
 

All of our MPC mailings, including the Memo, are part of
the same subscription. We cannot yet offer a menu from
which to choose different mailings to receive or decline, so to
be subscribed to the Memo is to receive all other church emails
as well. Anyone who has unintentionally unsubscribed from all
MPC mailings may resubscribe or contact the office for
assistance at any time.

Are you, or is someone you know, having trouble receiving
our emails via Constant Contact? Be sure to check your
"Promotions" category for email that may have been diverted
from your main inbox, as well as checking Spam and other
folders.

The Memo is usually published on Tuesday afternoon. Please
submit items for the Memo by noon on Thursday before

mailto:office@montreatchurch.org


the week in which they are to appear. Thank you! (Articles
submitted may be edited for accuracy, clarity, or brevity.) 

The Montreat Memo is sent from the Montreat Presbyterian
Church office email account.

Responses intended for the pastor may be sent to
pastor@montreatchurch.org. 

Responses intended for the director of music may be sent
to music@montreatchurch.org.

Midweek, pre-recorded online prayer services are ordinarily
issued on Tuesday evenings near sunset.

 

Contact Information
 

Rev. Keith Grogg, pastor
pastor@montreatchurch.org

Vivian Hare, director of music
music@montreatchurch.org

Ellen Dean, clerk of session
clerk@montreatchurch.org

Rev. Lynn Bledsoe, pastoral visitor
visitor@montreatchurch.org

Bonnie Shoemaker, office administrator
office@montreatchurch.org

﻿Church office: 828-664-9212 

Website: montreatchurch.org

   P.O. Box 577, Montreat, NC 28757

Church Office hours:

mailto:pastor@montreatchurch.org
mailto:music@montreatchurch.org
mailto:14zagorka@gmail.com
mailto:vhare03@gmail.com
mailto:Clerk@MontreatChurch.org
mailto:visitor@montreatchurch.org
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00113mVRpNsZfpKuRqnlOX0NKccedNqKn8Rs5Scu8_YfEKfzGV1h2lJJkulT3ujCTah2sE1zPwU8WAqhd_7hkPIZ5Vv9TfkQNb8HZmjGsG9F-4OGbI_hNYWOdGKYnZ4CNHWFEs_3F56JM9cfxVapJ2W6Ht8DCQUWqyLcbHZeNNuuauNgCDNbNj-kofCXbnmXfam_El38vIliacv1KwaF3f_sa_OPO4LIlOCH7ZZ1d-7dZvuRlhjILYnmXEkmy5VZ4zqPNZs3kRZwTGF8yOyllPKKaASxeywPdc8iwHrwLpwxHDTHam3cYzaT4F0cGMdaIu_I-OzbLvyvqh0LAWgCr0oni9GpuxCSBnj&c=0dSOtw-Kzg78Eg_m47IG-bKeaUdXT1f5SJhN0JcbG3ZiHhRakpOHpA==&ch=fuF5dQ5hkmnLdEIl6Nkaa0VpIqQrM4n5Zubjtz5CM8MuUukciI-lCg==


Monday-Friday ﻿9:00 A.M.-12:00 noon

304 Lookout Road, Montreat

 

Visit our website

Montreat Presbyterian Church | P.O. Box 577 | Montreat, NC 28757 US
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