
August 18, 2026

All Are Welcome!
Please contact the church office to
be added to our email list or to sign
up to receive our home worship
services.

Calendar

Tues., Aug. 18, 2026
3:30 P.M.

Stated Session Meeting
Swannanoa Room

Fri., Aug. 21, 2026
1:00 P.M.

Judy Shillinglaw service
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields
Episcopal Church,
Columbia, SC

Sat., Aug. 22, 2026
11:00 A.M.

Bob Cumming service
Black Mountain Presbyterian
Church

Sun., Aug. 23, 2026
10:00 A.M.

MPC Sunday Worship
Upper Anderson & livestream

mailto:office@montreatchurch.org


Sun., Aug. 23, 2026
following worship

Called Congregational
Meeting
Upper Anderson

Sun., Aug. 23, 2026
1:30 P.M.

Choir Rehearsal
Upper Anderson

Sun., Aug. 23, 2026
4:00 P.M.

Marinell Davidson service
(Visitation begins at 3:00)
Harwood Home for Funerals,
Black Mountain

Tues., Aug. 25, 2026
10:00 A.M.

Congregational Care
Committee
Swannanoa Room

Tues., Aug. 25, 2026
4:00 P.M.

Worship & Music Committee
Swannanoa Room

Tues., Aug. 25, 2026
5:45 P.M.

Covered Dish Dinner
Upper Anderson

Thurs., Aug. 27, 2026
10:00 A.M.

Christian Education
Committee
Swannanoa Room

Sun., Aug. 30, 2026
10:00 A.M.

MPC Sunday Worship
Upper Anderson & livestream

Sun., Aug. 30, 2026
1:30 P.M.

Choir Rehearsal
Upper Anderson

Tues., Sep. 1, 2026
2:00 P.M.

Finance Committee
Swannanoa Room



Wed., Sep. 2, 2026
8:00 P.M.

Taizé Worship
Upper Anderson

Sun., Sep. 6, 2026
10:00 A.M.

MPC Sunday Worship
Jody Welker preaching﻿
Anderson Auditorium &
livestream

Sun., Sep. 6, 2026
1:30 P.M.

Choir Rehearsal
Upper Anderson

Mon., Sep. 7, 2026 Church Office Closed in
observance of Labor Day

Our Live Stream Team encountered a new
technical glitch this past Sunday morning and
were able to overcome it, but the beginning of the
worship service, including a presentation by Will
Stone for the Endowment Subcommittee, was
inaudible. The fully restored video is now posted
on the Videos page of our YouTube channel,
"Montreat Presbyterian Church - PCUSA," and can
be found by clicking here.

Called Congregational Meeting
to Elect the Ruling Elder Nominating

Committee
 

A congregational meeting has been called for
Sunday, August 23, immediately following the
worship service.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjyRMgkNhrI&t=262s


The purpose is to elect three congregational
members to the Ruling Elder Nominating
Committee, joining session appointees John
Casper and Ginny Soll. The nominees from the
congregation are Dan Dean, Mary Donnelly, and
Ellen Henschen.

Ushers Needed for Fall 2026

As MPC transitions into our fall season of worship in
Upper Anderson, we are in need of volunteers to
serve as head ushers.  We are still in  need of
volunteers for the following three time blocks that
will carry us through the last Sunday worship
services for 2026. These time blocks are:

The four Sundays in September

The five Sundays in November

Five services in December, one of which is the
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Two head ushers are needed for each service
(including additional services that may be scheduled
as needed), with each head usher to recruit one
additional usher. 

John Welker is the Usher Coordinator and will work
with each head usher to fill in gaps in case a head
usher is not able to volunteer for a particular service
within the block. Please contact John (text or phone
call) at 704-301-0473 to volunteer or ask any
questions. Thank you!

J.W.



﻿WELCOME BACK!
The newly re-scheduled date

for the next
Church & Community
Covered Dish Dinner

is
Tuesday, August 25, 2026

at 5:45 P.M.

Bring your family, friends, or neighbors along with
your favorite side dish or a something sweet to
share. We will provide the drinks and fried chicken.



﻿In keeping with our Earth Care ideals, we also
encourage everyone to bring take-home, washable
tableware if possible.

We will gather at 5:45 P.M., with dinner beginning at
6:00 P.M.

ALL ARE WELCOME! See you there!

Taizé Worship Service
Wednesday, September 2

Montreat Presbyterian Church
and the Montreat Conference Center

present

a service in Upper Anderson
in the contemplative tradition of

Taizé Worship

Wednesday, September 2
at 8:00 P.M.

All are welcome!



﻿Tuesday, August 18-Friday, August 21
Montreat, NC

August 18-21, the MALAWI MISSION NETWORK
will be meeting in Montreat (Upper Anderson).
Participating will be our Malawian partners, many
NGOs that work in Malawi and people that have
dedicated their work to Malawi. Approximately 80
people will be coming! You are invited to join in this
conference or just come to help. We, the Presbytery
of WNC are hosting this event. We need local
support to help with serving meals and providing
snacks. This is a great opportunity to meet those
involved in this important support of Malawi. Please
sign up here.

*

Sowing Seeds of Understanding:

https://montreatchurch.org/missions-outreach/
https://montreatchurch.org/missions-outreach/
https://7c6gluzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pl9OdzEKnQ4alBkr4E9429pha16h-LkltTBhjfly855hJqvTn44fvDn-VbyYVLqfItantRhsRZEneSzsDLz0M9i1C-61iPqizp9NHTwxD2etfx3jdiNdxlVnWlWUyfmFf1JQfKew3Ph-EvdIzPbkGF-G5d_-PPwLZMtVNsm9zuYWpkNh6GxjKlXmNRzig7MS9y9Vtf6yazEcQckfJ25EkQ==&c=ELOMDAWxdYyoIC241JAuzdMBW-VRYXKYTMvngAO4d7dVA8ChWWtObA==&ch=UTupcVo41C2QpYleDVqH1sHj-TzGJIG-WKIRAxH_qbNqcLOlqt89Tg==
https://7c6gluzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pl9OdzEKnQ4alBkr4E9429pha16h-LkltTBhjfly855hJqvTn44fvDn-VbyYVLqfItantRhsRZEneSzsDLz0M9i1C-61iPqizp9NHTwxD2etfx3jdiNdxlVnWlWUyfmFf1JQfKew3Ph-EvdIzPbkGF-G5d_-PPwLZMtVNsm9zuYWpkNh6GxjKlXmNRzig7MS9y9Vtf6yazEcQckfJ25EkQ==&c=ELOMDAWxdYyoIC241JAuzdMBW-VRYXKYTMvngAO4d7dVA8ChWWtObA==&ch=UTupcVo41C2QpYleDVqH1sHj-TzGJIG-WKIRAxH_qbNqcLOlqt89Tg==


Ministry in a Global World
Tuesday, August 25-

Thursday, September 3
Montreat, NC

The Rev. John McCall will be hosting 18 Taiwanese
pastors for a retreat in Montreat. This has become a
biennial event and takes place for the pastors to
learn new skills as well as share their unique
experiences in the life of the Taiwanese church. The
pastors will be staying for most of their visit at the
Glen Rock Inn where they will take most of their
meals. Although cooks have been arranged, we
at MPC have the opportunity to support this
mission by providing meal support and snacks.
This is a perfect chance to get to know these friendly
and energetic pastors who will be our guests.
Please sign up here.

SVCM has an immediate need for
(15 oz. cans) of:

Pinto, Kidney, Chili Beans
Pork 'n Beans

Chef Boyardee beef ravioli/spaghetti & meatballs

Cereal
Ground Coffee

Boxed dry pasta
All purpose flour

https://7c6gluzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pl9OdzEKnQ4alBkr4E9429pha16h-LkltTBhjfly855hJqvTn44fvDn-VbyYVLqfV_4mC1pOhtMwTfqApbAISf7TuwCQbdo2JE2Xeo75OMU4heUYSFYMUQcdW9tCy8x_WkrCyMnlXBStC4wpW2LrQNyukhgFaASyiOgrhFbNyg9jsWSyGjVgeB1O8J1LQFFsFud3l_JM2HFeVg4OFSfHjziVdVtfknhQ&c=ELOMDAWxdYyoIC241JAuzdMBW-VRYXKYTMvngAO4d7dVA8ChWWtObA==&ch=UTupcVo41C2QpYleDVqH1sHj-TzGJIG-WKIRAxH_qbNqcLOlqt89Tg==
https://www.svcmblackmountain.org/
https://www.svcmblackmountain.org/


Shampoo, Deodorant; Body Wash; Lotion
Toilet tissue

Complete list can be found here

Donations can be taken to

﻿SVCM at 101 N. Ridgeway Ave., Black Mountain

Monday-Friday | 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
 

Montreat Presbyterian Church Supports

(Click on the logo for the Helpmate site)

Upcoming Birthdays
 

If the information in our files is incorrect, or if you
would prefer not to be listed, or if someone's birthday
is missing from our list, please accept our apology and
notify us at office@montreatchurch.o﻿rg so we can
make the correction. This listing is not necessarily
indicative of church membership status. The list will
appear weekly, and is intended to cover the next few
weeks. Blessings to you on your birthday and always!

Aug 19 Peggy Hollandsworth

https://www.svcmblackmountain.org/donatetoday
https://helpmateonline.org/
https://helpmateonline.org/
mailto:office@montreatchurch.org


Aug 19 Cameron Roberts
Aug 30 Elizabeth Mills
Aug 31 Robyn Joseph
Sep 4 Frank Dimmock
Sep 11 Rick Giles
Sep 12 jDub Simpson
Sep 13 Mary Nell Todd
Sep 14 Lyn Havard
Sep 14 Henry Neale, Jr.
Sep 16 Cindy Morgan
Sep 18 Jess Dimmock
Sep 20 Katherine Savage
Sep 21 Rowan Trump
Sep 24 William Brown
Sep 25 Rebekah Carpenter
Sep 27 Janie Moore
Sep 27 Tim Rowe

Congregational Care Committee

Our Church Family Prayer List

Our deepest love and sympathy surround the
family and friends of our departed loved ones.

A service for Judy Shillinglaw will be held at
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

in Columbia, SC
this Friday, August 21, 2026 at 1:00 P.M.

with a reception to follow.
The family have also announced plans to hold a
service in Montreat in early September (TBA).

*

The service for Bob Cumming will be held at
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church



this Saturday, August 22 at 11:00 A.M.

*

The service for Marinell Davidson will be held at
Harwood Home for Funerals

in Black Mountain, NC
this Sunday, August 23 at 4:00 P.M.
with visitation beginning at 3:00 P.M.

and interment to follow
at Piney Grove Cemetery

in Swannanoa, NC.

"Speak to us of eternal things, so that hearing
your promises, we may have hope and be lifted

into the peace of your presence."

﻿The Montreat Presbyterian Church family
is also in prayer for...

Harold & Shirley Bost
Timothy Boyer
William Brown, home after hospitalization
Mary Brueggemann
Jacquii Burgess (Marylyn Huff's daughter-in-law)
﻿Fred Connelly
﻿Susan Denne
Jackson Dimmock



Nancy Dimmock
Frank Dodson
Katalina Echavarri (niece of Lynn Gilliland)
Mari Gramling
Bob Hare
﻿Cheryl Hartman (friend of Vivian Hare)
Kathy Horowitz, cancer treatments
Tom Horvath (friend of the Tutterows), cancer
Joel Kirschner (Betsy's husband)
Bill Moore (former pastor of First Christian Church-

Black Mountain), cancer
Glenn Moore (brother of Clara Hare), back surgeries
Bob Peel
Pat Rogers (friend of Keith Grogg), cancer
﻿Meg Samuels (friend of Vivian Hare), leukemia
Farkhunda and Elham Sarabi
(family of local friends, in Tehran)
Sara Scarborough
Julie Simpson
Sarah Skinner and family, in the death of her
husband Chris's father

We also lift up in prayer...

Flooding in the American Midwest
Wildfires in the U.S., Canada, Greece, Spain, and
France
Earthquake in Japan
Legal immigrants and asylum seekers in jeopardy of
deportation
Refugees and all who are displaced
﻿U.S. government, citizens, elected officials, and
public servants
U.S. citizens and all those being detained and/or
deported without due process
Food-insecure people
Law enforcement personnel and their families



﻿Military personnel and their families
Federal aid recipients, federal agencies, and federal
employees, especially those whose funding or
positions have been or are being abruptly
terminated
Vulnerable populations within the U.S.
Victims of human trafficking and domestic or
targeted violence
Those facing the challenges of aging
People with memory issues and their families
All who work on behalf of the environment
Institutions of higher education
Churches discerning their future

And all the peoples of:
Afghanistan 
Displaced Armenians
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh (instability and violence)
Burkina Faso (atrocities)
Cambodia
Colombia (earthquake recovery)
Cuba
Democratic Republic of Congo (Ebola outbreak,
violence, and displacement)
Ethiopia
Eritrea
Gabon
Gaza
Guatemala
Guinea
Haiti
Honduras
Iran
Iraq
Israel



Jamaica
Japan (earthquake/tsunami)
Kashmir (India, Pakistan)
Kenya
Lebanon
Libya
Malawi
Mali
Morocco
Niger
Nigeria
North Korea
Peru
Russia
The Sahel region of West Africa
South Africa
South Korea
South Sudan
Sudan (genocide and displacement)
Syria
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
Venezuela (earthquake recovery)
The West Bank
Yemen 

and our friends, neighbors,
and partners in ministry,

including...

Ardrishaig Parish Church, our eco-partner
congregation in Scotland
Black Mountain Counseling Center
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church



Bounty & Soul
Christ Community Church, Montreat
Donald S. Collins Early Learning Center,
Black Mountain
El Refugio
Frank & Nancy Dimmock
Montreat College
Montreat Conference Center/MRA
OFCB ministries and the people of Haiti
The Presbyterian Heritage Center
Presbyterian Church of Taiwan
Presbytery of Western North Carolina
staff and volunteers
Resources for Resilience
Margery Rossi, Presbyterian Peace Fellowship
Coordinator of Gun Violence Prevention
Craig & Lynn Sumey, Communitas International Staff
(Launch Scotland Leadership Team)
Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry
This Child Here (Ukraine)

*

﻿﻿﻿If you or someone you know would like to be added
to our prayer list, please contact the church office.

Please also let us know when it is appropriate
﻿to remove the name from the prayer list.

https://www.thischildhere.org/about-us
mailto:office@montreatchurch.org
https://pcusa.org/
https://pcusa.org/


*

﻿Click the image below
﻿to find the latest news from PWNC!

The Carpenters Are Here for You!

The Congregational Care Committee has several
volunteer “carpenters.” Gill Campbell, John Hinkle,
Eric Nichols, Ashley Manson, Bryant McEntire, Anne
Seaman, George Sawyer, Will Stone, Jody Welker,
and Kat & Mark Achtemeier stand ready to be of
help. These folks are glad to lend a hand to help
people for whom physical limitations make it difficult
to do household “little things” like changing hard-to-
reach lightbulbs, retrieving items from the attic,
changing out those pesky chirping smoke alarm
batteries, etc., or even helping with minor electrical
and plumbing issues. You may contact them directly
or reach them through their “straw boss,” Kat
Achtemeier.

Please share scheduling information,
as well as changes to

church member contact information,

https://conta.cc/4zisA4z
https://conta.cc/4zisA4z
mailto:k.achtemeier@gmail.com
mailto:k.achtemeier@gmail.com


with the office administrator at
office@montreatchurch.org.

Unless otherwise stated, in order to streamline
communication and avoid confusion, any requests
made to the MRA on behalf of church programs
should come through the church office, and we will direct
those requests to the appropriate contacts at MRA.

Montreat Presbyterian Church
 

MontreatChurch.org

OUR MISSION

In the fellowship of Jesus Christ
we listen for the word of God in our lives,
love with open hearts and open minds,

walk the path of faith together,
﻿serve others,

and welcome all.

OUR VISION

Led by the Holy Spirit
We proclaim the word of God

Through our ministry and mission.

mailto:office@montreatchurch.org
http://montreatchurch.org/
https://www.pcusa.org/
https://www.pcusa.org/


The Session

John Casper, George Sawyer (2026)
Ginny Soll, Anne Stone (2027)
Beth Frith, Bob Horowitz (2028)

Clerk: Ellen Dean
Moderator: Keith Grogg (pastor)

Officers & Committee Chairs, 2026

Clerk: Ellen Dean
Treasurer: Lynn Gilliland

Christian Education: Corise Gambrell
Congregational Care: Anne Stone

Earth Care Subcommittee: Hal Demarest
Evangelism & Membership: Ginny Soll & Jane Alexander

Fellowship: Beth Frith
Finance: Dan Dean

Mission & Outreach: Skeet Ayscue
Personnel: Lynn Gilliland
Property: John Casper

Women's Circle: Corise Gambrell & Sally Woodard
Worship & Music: Lisa Rome

MPC Weekly Communications
 
 

All of our MPC mailings, including the Memo, are part of
the same subscription. We cannot yet offer a menu from



which to choose different mailings to receive or decline, so to
be subscribed to the Memo is to receive all other church emails
as well. Anyone who has unintentionally unsubscribed from all
MPC mailings may resubscribe or contact the office for
assistance at any time.

Are you, or is someone you know, having trouble receiving
our emails via Constant Contact? Be sure to check your
"Promotions" category for email that may have been diverted
from your main inbox, as well as checking Spam and other
folders.

The Memo is usually published on Tuesday afternoon. Please
submit items for the Memo by noon on Thursday before
the week in which they are to appear. Thank you! (Articles
submitted may be edited for accuracy, clarity, or brevity.) 

The Montreat Memo is sent from the Montreat Presbyterian
Church office email account.

Responses intended for the pastor may be sent to
pastor@montreatchurch.org. 

Responses intended for the director of music may be sent
to music@montreatchurch.org.

Midweek, pre-recorded online prayer services are ordinarily
issued on Tuesday evenings near sunset.

 

Contact Information
 

Rev. Keith Grogg, pastor
pastor@montreatchurch.org

Vivian Hare, director of music
music@montreatchurch.org

Ellen Dean, clerk of session
clerk@montreatchurch.org

mailto:office@montreatchurch.org
mailto:pastor@montreatchurch.org
mailto:music@montreatchurch.org
mailto:14zagorka@gmail.com
mailto:vhare03@gmail.com
mailto:Clerk@MontreatChurch.org


Rev. Lynn Bledsoe, pastoral visitor
visitor@montreatchurch.org

Bonnie Shoemaker, office administrator
office@montreatchurch.org

﻿Church office: 828-664-9212 

Website: montreatchurch.org

   P.O. Box 577, Montreat, NC 28757

Church Office hours:

Monday-Friday ﻿9:00 A.M.-12:00 noon
304 Lookout Road, Montreat

 

Visit our website

Montreat Presbyterian Church | P.O. Box 577 | Montreat, NC 28757 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:visitor@montreatchurch.org
mailto:office@montreatchurch.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00113mVRpNsZfpKuRqnlOX0NKccedNqKn8Rs5Scu8_YfEKfzGV1h2lJJkulT3ujCTah2sE1zPwU8WAqhd_7hkPIZ5Vv9TfkQNb8HZmjGsG9F-4OGbI_hNYWOdGKYnZ4CNHWFEs_3F56JM9cfxVapJ2W6Ht8DCQUWqyLcbHZeNNuuauNgCDNbNj-kofCXbnmXfam_El38vIliacv1KwaF3f_sa_OPO4LIlOCH7ZZ1d-7dZvuRlhjILYnmXEkmy5VZ4zqPNZs3kRZwTGF8yOyllPKKaASxeywPdc8iwHrwLpwxHDTHam3cYzaT4F0cGMdaIu_I-OzbLvyvqh0LAWgCr0oni9GpuxCSBnj&c=0dSOtw-Kzg78Eg_m47IG-bKeaUdXT1f5SJhN0JcbG3ZiHhRakpOHpA==&ch=fuF5dQ5hkmnLdEIl6Nkaa0VpIqQrM4n5Zubjtz5CM8MuUukciI-lCg==
https://www.facebook.com/MontreatPresbyChurch
https://www.facebook.com/MontreatPresbyChurch
https://www.justeconomicswnc.org/living-wage-certification/
https://www.justeconomicswnc.org/living-wage-certification/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5iK-mAS_8fhKeCoMgbUu1g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5iK-mAS_8fhKeCoMgbUu1g
https://onrealm.org/MontreatPresbyt/give/online
https://onrealm.org/MontreatPresbyt/give/online
https://montreatchurch.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=bf3443e7-7905-46b1-b665-fe73971eae77
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